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1. Trust 

Confidence that people around me 
will not try to harm me (outside of 
socially approved patterns) and will 
treat me in minimally decent ways 
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2. State 

Modern political philosophy generally 
assumes states are in no interesting sense 
natural but become necessary because trust 
is hard to achieve in larger groups 

So there needs to be concentration of force 
to foster maybe not trust among citizens, but 
a kind of civic friendship 
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3. Civic Friendship 

Sense that we are part of a polity 
within which we must jointly make 
certain decisions, might have our 
disagreements, but to most of us 
continued existence of polity matters 
more than getting our way, and we 
respect each other for that 
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4. United States of 
America 

Obvious: civic friendship is badly 
missing in US today 

Thesis: its decline is elite-driven 
phenomenon
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5. Human Rights 

One view of human rights: membership 
rights in society (Joshua Cohen) – right 
we must have to be taken seriously

Negative rights not to be attacked (by 
government or otherwise in structural 
ways in society), as well as positive 
rights to be able at least to make ends 
meet

Universality rests in human need for 
membership in communities 

6



6. Dignity

Underlies human-rights talk 

Why does it matter that humans are 
taken seriously as members of society? 

Dignity: term used to characterize the 
human capacity to make choices, 
which in Western philosophy sets us 
apart from everything else  
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7. US Taxpayer Bill 
of Rights (USTBR)

Is about administration of taxes

Even where it talks about fair and just 
tax system, stays clear of substantive 
debates about nature, extent, criteria 
of taxation 
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8. Connection 
Between Human 
Rights and USTBR

Non-abusive administration of state 
power is necessary for human rights 

But this would not get us all the way 
to USTBR: states in principle could 
still by and large respect most 
elementary human rights even if 
USTBR is not met 
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9. Connection 
between human 
rights and USTBR, 
cont:

The wealthier a country is, the more 
reasonable it is to demand full realization of 
USTBR 
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10. International 
Covenant on 
Economic, Social, 
and Cultural Rights:

That kind of thought (from 8) also captured in 
Art 2 of ICESCR 

Realization subject to available resources in 
ways civil and political rights are not 
(plausible stance) 
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11. Limitations 

Taxpayer rights as captured USTBR 
are important for trust in 
government and civic friendship 

But other issues around taxation 
need to be considered, especially 
also substantive (rather than 
administrative) fairness of taxation 
and concerns around extraordinary 
amount of tax avoidance and 
evasion that mar most countries
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11. Limitations 

Could imagine country that abides 
by USTBR but has terribly unfair 
system of taxation and is plagued by 
massive tax avoidance and evasion 

Which shows limitations of this kind 
of taxpayer rights for human rights 
and social justice 
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Abstract: The purpose of this brief talk is to make connections 
among the notions underlying the conversation about taxpayer 
rights: trust, human rights, dignity, and of course taxpayer rights. 
The perspective taken is that of a political philosopher. 
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