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General Theory:
Paradox of Irregular Migrant Workers
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Frame #1;:

Essential Workers

Integral to U.S. Industries. Undocumented
workers in the food system, construction,
and hospitality and leisure.

Recognition of Rights. Federal agencies
recognize undocumented worker rights
(NLRB, DOL, EEOC); visas for exploitation.

Underenforcement of Immigration Laws.
Exercise of prosecutorial discretion in
enforcement.



Frame #2;

Undesirable
Workers

Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.
Prohibits the employment of unauthorized

workers.

Restrictive Immigration Policies. H-2A & H-2B
temporary worker programs v. high-skilled
worker programes.

Hoffman Plastic v. NLRB, 535 U.S. 137 (2002).
Prohibiting back pay to an undocumented
worker who suffered illegal retaliation.



Impact of
Paradox:

Iregular
Migrant Jobs




Impact of

Paradox:
SubconiraCHES




Impact of Paradox:
Policy of Acquiescence
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Upsetting the Balance:
Immigration Enforcement
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https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/25889274-mou-0408/?embed=1
https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/25889274-mou-0408/?embed=1

IRS Policy: Effectivee

Erosion of trust Procedurdl
Ille%cijrleg))l’rrc (voluntary hurdles (due
compliance) process)
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Centro de Trabagjadores Unidos
v. Bessent, 1:25-cv-00677,
(D.D.C. filed Mar. 7, 2025)

Estimated Loss of 3,687,750 active cases
$25 billion in 2026 636 days wait time



https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69714586/centro-de-trabajadores-unidos-v-bessent/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69714586/centro-de-trabajadores-unidos-v-bessent/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69714586/centro-de-trabajadores-unidos-v-bessent/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/69714586/centro-de-trabajadores-unidos-v-bessent/
https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/potential-impact-irs-ice-data-sharing-tax-compliance
https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/potential-impact-irs-ice-data-sharing-tax-compliance
https://budgetlab.yale.edu/research/potential-impact-irs-ice-data-sharing-tax-compliance
https://tracreports.org/whatsnew/email.250320.html
https://tracreports.org/whatsnew/email.250320.html

Rhetoric v. Readlity
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https://tracreports.org/reports/756/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/22/nx-s1-5372681/trump-immigration-judges-fired
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/trump-farmworkers-hotel-workers-undocumented-legal-rcna200722
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/trump-farmworkers-hotel-workers-undocumented-legal-rcna200722
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