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® Evidence of the loss of trust in
the government and the
failure of the fiscal social
contract.

® Opportunity to examine what
has gone wrong in the
relationship between the
government and the governed
and what can be done to fix it

e Kenya's tax protests:
from dramatic wave of youth-
led and digitally coordinated
protests against tax hikes to
political movement.
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® Representation: Who Speaks for
the Taxed?

A Moment of

® Trust and Tax Morale

Democratic

: . e Participation: From Invitation to
Reasoning: Four nfierveition
nter-Linked Lenses

® Kenya’s Governance Structure: The
Limits of Presidentialism
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Representation: Who
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National Assembly captured by
the Executive .

Crisis of political representation.

#Occupy Parliament: suggests
feelings of alienation from the
formal channels of representation
in fiscal matters

Parliament has little actual
influence in tax design,
expenditure choices, and revenue
allocation.




Trust and Tax Morale
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Disintegration of the fiscal social
contract.

Widespread government corruption,
financial mismanagement, and
unjustifiable public debt eroding trust.

Extraction by a financially abusive
contractual partner in the fiscal social
contract.

Resistance to taxation became a proxy
for broader dissatisfaction with
governance.



Participation: From
Invitation to Intervention
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e Public participation
provisions intended to
ensure meaningful
engagement.

e Numerous court
cases suggest that public
participation mechanisms
remain largely procedural,
top-down and perfunctory.

e Protests signalled the need
to move away from
passive consultations or
tick-box exercises towards
active and impactful
participatory processes.




Kenya’s Governance Structure:
The Limits of Presidentialism

Associated Press; https://www.voanews.com/a/protest-continues-against-kenyan-mps-
pay-raise/1679541.html




Exchanging the
Westminster model for
the presidential model.

Structural critique of the
concentration of power in
the presidency.

Although MPs must vote
on finance bills, political
dynamics often suppress
dissent.

Kenya’s complex ethnic

politics and regional

dynamics mean that

simply "switching back" to
the Westminster model is
unlikely to solve these
complicated challenges.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Tax protests were not only
about rejecting unfair tax
hikes.

Streets as arenas for
political expression.

Collectively demand a
more responsive, inclusive,
and accountable state.

Positive news: taxation still
a powerful tool for
responsiveness,
accountability, and state
building, esp. where
foreign aid is declining.

Challenge: Reimagine how
citizens' voices can be
heard, power
redistributed, citizens
participate, and legitimacy
is sustained.
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