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“Law can never be 
formalized! Words 
are ambiguous!”



Form 1040
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“Law can never be 
formalized! Words 
are ambiguous!”

“A computer will 
write the laws and 
execute them!” 
???
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What: Which Legislation Should Be Digitalised?

Possibilities:

• All legislation

• Complex legislation

• Legislation that stands alone

• Legislation that interacts with other legislation

• Legislation about which there is a disagreement
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Who Should Digitalise Legislation?

Possibilities:

• Humans

• Automatically
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How Should Legislation be Digitalised?

Possibilities:

• Domain-specific programming language

• General programming language
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Where: What Part of Government?

Possibilities:

• Legislative branch (makes the laws)

• Administrative branch (applies the laws)

• Stand-alone agency/branch
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Why: For What Purpose Should Digitalised Legislation Be Used?

Possible Uses:

• Legal interpretation
o Self-executing
o Controlling
o Suggestive (like legislative history in U.S.)
o None

• Help administrative implementation
• Enforcement (e.g., finding tax shelters)
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When: At What Point in the Legislative Process?

Possible Times to Digitalise:

• During the drafting process

• After passage of law, before administration

• During the administrative process

• Ad hoc as needed 
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