
 

Welcome to the 9th Internatioanl Conference on Taxpayer Rights, where distinguished 

speakers from academia, legal practice, and public service converge to explore the 

fundamental rights and evolving challenges surrounding taxpayer rights worldwide. In this 

series of biographies, we present the professional profiles of the esteemed experts who will 

share their knowledge, insights, and experiences at this groundbreaking event.  

 

 

Professor Benjamin Alarie, holding the Osler Chair in Business Law at the University of Toronto, is 
a distinguished legal academic whose expertise bridges artificial intelligence (AI), law, and 
taxation. He is co-founder and CEO of Blue J, a legal tech company focusing on generative AI for tax 
experts. Alarie is a prolific author and has been widely published. He holds law degrees from the 
University of Toronto and Yale Law School and was a law clerk at the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Alarie regularly contributes to Tax Notes and is globally recognized for his insights, earning 
accolades such as a Top 50 Changemaker award by the Globe & Mail. His contributions to legal 
scholarship include his recent award-winning book, The Legal Singularity: How Artificial 
Intelligence Can Make Law Radically Better (2023). 

Philip Baker KC is a practicing barrister and King’s Counsel, practicing from chambers in Field 
Court, Gray’s Inn. Additionally, he is Visiting Professor at the Law Faculty of Oxford University and a 
Senior Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London. 

He specialises in international aspects of taxation, which covers both corporate and private client 
matters. He has advised and represented several governments on tax matters, and appeared as an 
expert in cases around the world. He has a particular interest in taxation and the European 
Convention on Human Rights, is author of a book on Double Taxation Conventions, and editor of 
the International Tax Law Reports. He was one of the General Reporters on the Practical Protection 
of Taxpayers’ Rights for the International Fiscal Association Congress in Basel in 2015, and is one of 
the directors of the Observatory on Protection of Taxpayers’ Rights. 

Joshua Blank is a Professor of Law at the University of California, Irvine School of Law.  His 
scholarship focuses on tax administration, tax transparency, and agency communications, and 
has been published in leading law reviews and journals.  Blank has received several teaching 
awards, including a 2020 Teacher of the Year Award from the Association of American Law 
Schools. 



Mr. François Boileau is the third person appointed to the position of Canada’s Taxpayers’ 
Ombudsperson. Prior to this nomination, Mr. Boileau was the French Language Services 
Commissioner as an independent Officer of the Ontario Legislative Assembly from 2007 to 2019. 
His role consisted mainly of receiving complaints from members of the public and making 
recommendations on matters pertaining to the implementation of the French Languages Services 
Act. For nearly 30 years, as a senior executive, he has developed expertise as an ombudsperson, as 
well as in oversight, investigation, and governance. Before his appointment as Commissioner, Mr. 
Boileau served as legal counsel for the Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages with 
responsibility for landmark cases, which went before the Supreme Court of Canada. Before this, he 
held pivotal positions with the Fédération des communautés francophones et acadienne du 
Canada (FCFA), at its Québec City and Ottawa offices, including director, political and legal liaison 
officer, and legal counsel. One of his most important achievements during that time was 
representing the FCFA before the Ontario Court of Appeal in the Montfort case. For this case, he 
devised strategies and played a pivotal role in legal coordination of the interveners, which included 
the Commissioner of Official Languages of Canada and the Association canadienne-française de 
l’Ontario (ACFO), now the Assemblée de la francophonie de l’Ontario (AFO). Mr. Boileau became 
the first executive director of the Court Challenges Program of Canada in Winnipeg in 1995. During 
his tenure, he developed the organization’s strategic priorities and operational plans and headed 
the language rights component of the program. In addition to a Law Degree (LL.L.) from the 
University of Ottawa (1991), Mr. Boileau holds a Certificate in Alternate Dispute Resolution from 
York University (2020), a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science (1988) and a Certificate in History 
(1985) from the Université de Montréal. He holds numerous distinctions including the prestigious 
Paulette-Gagnon Award, Assemblée de la Francophonie de l’Ontario, the title of Chevalier de 
l’Ordre de la Pléiade, Order of the Francophonie and Dialogue of Cultures, the Order of Merit, Civil 
Law Section, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, the Order of Merit, Association des juristes 
d’expression française de l’Ontario (AJEFO) and Communicator of the Year, Alliance des radios 
francophones du Canada (ARC) 

Morten Dahl Bøhm holds a Master's in Public Leadership from the University of Southern Denmark 
(2016) and an MSc and Bachelor's in Business Law from Aalborg University (1999, 1997). Currently, 
he is the Program Director at VIA, overseeing the Bachelor in Tax and Tax Diploma programs. In this 
role, he initiates new educational programs, hires staff, designs curricula, and ensures educational 
standards and a positive learning environment. 

 
From 2013 to 2019, Morten served as the Deputy Director of International Tax Evasion, where he 
developed global strategies to combat tax evasion, led digital transformation initiatives, and 
significantly expanded the international department. He collaborated with academia, international 
organizations, and national authorities, participating in OECD initiatives and EU subgroups to 
address tax haven issues and foster international cooperation. 
 
Previously, as Deputy Tax Director at SKAT for the Mid-Jutland region (2011-2013), Morten managed 
tax enforcement and developed regional tax policies. He provided strategic counsel on 
international tax evasion and economic crimes, contributing to national tax policies and navigating 
complex legislative landscapes. 
 



Leslie Book is a professor of law at the Villanova Charles Widger School of Law. While at Villanova, 
he has served as director of the Federal Tax Clinic, director of the Graduate Tax Program and 
director of the Online Graduate Tax Program. He also served as a Professor in Residence with the 
IRS, Taxpayer Advocate Service in 2019. 

Book is a national authority on tax procedure and tax administration.  He is the successor author 
for the Thomson Reuters treatise IRS Practice and Procedure and the cofounder and one of the 
primary bloggers at Procedurally Taxing. He has written numerous law review articles and three 
research reports submitted to Congress on behalf of the Taxpayer Advocate Service, including a 
2019 report containing a series of proposals to improve the administration and delivery of 
refundable credits. 

Book has testified before Congress on the fair administration of our nation’s tax laws and on the 
future of tax administration.  In 2007 he won the ABA Tax Section Janet Spragens Pro Bono Award, 
and Book continues to directly assist low income and underrepresented taxpayers through pro 
bono litigation. In 2018 he was the inaugural winner of the Diane Ambler Award for faculty 
curricular innovation for his work in creating the Villanova Online Graduate Tax Program with his 
colleague Joy Mullane. In 2021, Book won the Diane Ambler Faculty Scholarship Impact Award for 
scholarship that has had a significant impact on the law, the academy, the legal profession or 
policy debates 

Book is a fellow of the American College of Tax Counsel, a member of the governing Council of the 
American Bar Association Section of Taxation, and a founding Board Member at the Center for 
Taxpayer Rights 

Book received his BA from Franklin & Marshall College (magna cum laude), his JD from Stanford 
University School of Law, and his LLM (Taxation) from New York University School of Law.  At 
Stanford Law School, he was a founding editor of the Stanford Law & Policy Review, and at New 
York University School of Law he was a student-editor at the Tax Law Review. 

 

Dr. Anouk Decuypere is an expert in leadership, fairness, communication and well-being. She is 
an organizational psychologist, holds a PhD in Business Economics, and currently conducts 
interdisciplinary research at the Law faculty of Antwerp University. Her externally funded 
postdoctoral research focuses on empirical research regarding AI, fairness, and digital governance 
in general. She is also a lecturer in leadership and empirical research methodology. 

Sylvie De Raedt is a professor in tax law at the Law Faculty of the University of Antwerp, teaching 
courses such as tax procedural law. She is also the research manager of the University’s center of 
excellence DigiTax, an interdisciplinary research center that focuses on the challenges and 
opportunities of digitalization for taxation, leading a group of 25+ researchers from different 
disciplines (law, economics, data science and psychology). Sylvie is a member of the management 
committee of Antwerp Tax Academy (Interfaculty institute for multidisciplinary fundamental and 
applied scientific research) and a lawyer in a boutique tax law firm since 2000, with a focus on tax 
litigation. In her research she has a strong focus on privacy and data protection rights in the tax 
environment. 
 
Christina Dimitropoulou is an Assistant Professor in International Tax at the department of tax law 
of the faculty of law of Maastricht University. Previously, she was a postdoctoral researcher and 
lecturer at the Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law, where she also completed her 



doctoral studies and wrote a dissertation entitled “Robot Taxation: Normative Tax Policy Analysis, 
Domestic and International Tax Considerations”. Her Phd dissertation has already been awarded 
the Honourable Mention of the 2023 IFA Mitchell B. Carroll Prize, the Wolfgang Gassner Science 
award 2023 and the Brigitte-Knobbe Keuk award 2023. She has been doing research on and 
published in the area of digital taxation, international tax law and policy as well as European tax law 
and tax procedures especially in the context of digital transformation of tax administrations.  
 
Nadine du Preez currently holds the position of Chief Legal Officer in NamRA heading Legal 
Service Department. She previously held the position of Director Large Taxpayers in Inland Revenue 
Department responsible for tax matters of the mining industry, fishing industry, retail and financial 
industries. She also held the position of Deputy Director, Legislation, Tax Policy & International 
Matters in the Department Inland Revenue responsible for Legal and policy matters pertaining to 
the Income Tax Act, the VAT Act, Transfer Duty Act, Stamp Duties Act and Petroleum Taxation Act 
and various other laws and policies relating to finance. 

She holds a Bachelor of Economics degree from the University of Namibia (UNAM), a Bachelor of 
Law (LLB) from the University of South Africa (UNISA) and a Masters in Law (LLM) in International 
Economic Law focusing on legal transactions of cross border trade in minerals and oil. 

She has more than 20 years’ experience in the finance, legal, policy and international finance 
fields. 

Hadi Elzayn is a Research Scientist at Meta. His research interests generally lie at the intersection 
of computer science with economics, policy, and societal concerns. In particular, he has focused 
on both theoretical and applied questions around algorithmic fairness, games, and auctions. Prior 
to starting at Meta, he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at Stanford University’s RegLab, where he was 
advised by Dan Ho and Jacob Goldin; there, Hadi worked on algorithmic and equity concerns in 
applying machine learning to closing the tax gap. 
 
Prior to the RegLab, Hadi completed his PhD at the University of Pennsylvania, where he was 
advised by Michael Kearns; his dissertation was called Essays in Algorithms, Markets, and Society. 
During his PhD, he interned at Facebook, Microsoft Research, and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia, and before graduate school he worked for several years at TGG Group, a Chicago-
based consulting firm applying econometrics and behavioral economics to solve problems for 
business, non-profits, and government. Hadi received his B.A. in Mathematics and Economics from 
Columbia University. 

 

Jacqueline Laínez Flanagan joined the Center for Taxpayer Rights as Deputy Director in 2023. She 
previously served as the Founding Director of the Low Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) at the 
University of District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law, where she also taught Contracts, 
Federal Personal Income Taxation, and directed a Tax Policy Clinic as a pilot. 

Jacq has served as a Visiting Professor of Law at American University Washington College of Law, 
teaching Legal Ethics, State and Local Taxation, and co-teaching in the Janet R. Spragens Federal 
Tax Clinic. Her other teaching appointments have included the University of Richmond, The George 
Washington University Law School, and the University of Memphis.  Her legal practice has primarily 

https://hselzayn.github.io/reglab.stanford.edu
https://dho.stanford.edu/
https://sites.google.com/site/jacobsgoldin/
https://www.cis.upenn.edu/~mkearns/


been comprised of tax, intellectual property, and nonprofit consulting. She has represented small 
businesses, social enterprises, and start-ups, as well as immigrant and low wage workers. 

Her legal scholarship, community service, professional presentations, and media appearances 
have focused on the intersection between taxation and immigration, human rights, and corporate 
accountability. She earned a law degree from the University of Illinois Chicago School of Law, and 
LL.M degrees from Georgetown University Law Center (taxation) , and The George Washington 
University Law School (Friedman Fellow). She is licensed to practice in Washington, D.C., and 
admitted to practice before the United States Tax Court. 

Ms. Annelies Goovaerts, Advisor General, is temporarily in charge of the position of Administrator 
Private Individuals within the General Administration Taxes (GA Taxes) of the Belgian Federal Public 
Service Finance. She has more than 29 years of professional experience in tax administration, with 
20 years in senior executive roles. As head of the administration for private individuals, she is 
leading a Management Support team, a Tax Audit & Compliance Management team, eleven 
Centers Private Individuals and a National Research Center (NCR) and ensures that the GA Taxes’ 
mission is translated into concrete actions and customized services for the target group private 
individuals.   

 

Jennie Granger Jennie is a Professor of Practice at the School of Accounting, Auditing & Taxation 
UNSW Business School. The School draws on her expertise and experience in administering 
taxation systems and in leading and governing complex organisations including introducing digital 
innovation. She helps the school connect academic discipline with practice and provides thought 
leadership and mentoring on contemporary revenue system and administration issues and 
professional practice. She has led at the most senior levels of the public sector including a number 
of groundbreaking roles. She was the ATO’s first Second Commissioner Compliance and in the UK 
the first Australian to lead at a senior level of the UK Civil Service. As a Commissioner and the first 
woman Director General of the law enforcement division of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs 
she led over 28000 staff. 

 

David Hadwick, Doctorate Researcher at the Centre of Excellence DigiTax of the University of 
Antwerpen, PhD Fellow at the Research Foundation for Flanders (FWO) (Grant Number: 11J1522N), 
Member of the Antwerp Centre for Responsible Artificial Intelligence (ACRAI). His project ‘Deus Tax 
Machina: The use of AI by tax administrations in the EU and its implications for taxpayers’ rights’ 
maps the use of artificial intelligence by tax administrations in the EU in a functional taxonomy and 
assesses the risks associated with the different functions of AI tools. David is also administrator of 
AI TAX ADMIN. EU – a Citizen-Science and Open-Access repository of all artificial intelligence tools 
used by tax administrations in the EU. (https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/projects/aitax/) 

 

Anders Hjorth Agerskov leads the work on tax and digitalization in the Fiscal Policy and 
Sustainable Growth unit, including the Executive Program on Tax and Digital Transformation. The 
Program has been developed in partnership with several governments, leading academic 
institutions, and private sector technology firms. He co-organizes with the United States IRS the 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=624395
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/projects/aitax/


Cyber NETwork conference that brings together experts in crypto regulation and enforcement. In 
his prior role, he headed the World Bank’s Preventive Services Unit, which was established in 
response to the recommendations of the Independent Review Panel led by Paul Volcker. In this 
capacity, he led the Integrity Vice Presidency’s risk assessment of the World Bank’s global 
operations, due diligence on private sector operators, and support to governments on 
strengthening the integrity of procurement and contract management related regulations and 
practices. Anders served as co-chair of the Global Blockchain Business Council GSMI 2.0 initiative 
on governance of blockchain related taxation systems; co-founder of the Prosperity Collaborative 
with MIT, EY, New America, and Boston Global Forum; and member of the WEF working group on 
voluntary disclosure. 
 
 
Erich Kirchler is Professor of Economic Psychology at the University of Vienna, Austria, and guest 
professor at the Vienna Economics University and Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies 
Vienna. He studies household financial decision making and tax behavior. Book-publications 
include “Economic Psychology: An Introduction” (with Erik Hoelzl; Cambridge University Press, 
2018; translated in Chinese), “The Economic Psychology of Tax Behaviour” (Cambridge University 
Press, 2007; translated into Chinese and Rumanian). He was Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of 
Economic Psychology (with Erik Hoelzl, University of Cologne) and President of Division 9 
(Economic Psychology) of IAAP (International Association of Applied Psychology), President of the 
International Association for the Advancement of Economic Psychology (IAREP) and President of 
the Austrian Psychological Society (ÖGPs). 

 

Eleonor Kristoffersson is professor in tax law. She has a broad competence in tax law, and 
teaches for example corporate taxation, international tax law and indirect taxation. Her main 
research area is value-added tax and tax procedural law. 

 

Magnus Kristoffersson is an associate professor in law. He has a broad research interest ranging 
from traditional income taxation to the field of digitalisation and taxation, where he investigates 
how digital platforms, artificial intelligence and blockchain technology affect the tax system and 
tax administration. He is also the research leader of the research group in Tax Law. Magnus is also 
the initiator and founder of the FIRE research consortium. 

Magnus Kristoffersson holds a LL.M (1992) and a LL.D (1999) in tax law from Uppsala University. He 
also has extensive experience as a practising lawyer in the field of mergers & acquisitions. 

At Örebro University, Magnus mainly teaches tax law at both undergraduate and graduate level. 
Currently he is the WP leader for WP5 in the NEOLAiA EU Unviversity which covers the area of 
research development. He has also been vice dean of the Faculty of HS between 2018 and 2020, 
and a member of the university's internationalisation council. 

 

Lotta Björklund Larsen is a Research Fellow at University of Exeter Business School and an 
independent researcher. Lotta’s research on taxation is broadly based in anthropology and social 



studies of science and technology. Through her ethnographic research, she has examined the 
knowledge that shapes tax compliance; the making of a tax gap; the informal economy and the 
digitization of society. Prior to moving to academia, she worked as a manager in the financial 
software industry for 13 years. She is currently co-investigator in the ESRC funded research project 
Fiscal Citizenship. 

 

Sarah B. Lawsky is the Stanford Clinton Sr. and Zylpha Kilbride Clinton Research Professor of Law 
at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law. From 2024 to 2028, she also holds an International Chair at 
Inria Paris. Lawsky studies tax law, computational law, and the intersection of the two. Her recent 
work focuses on the formalization of tax law. Lawsky’s research arguing for using a particular 
nonstandard logic to formalize tax law is the conceptual foundation for the domain-specific 
programming language Catala, which is the project of a team of computer scientists and lawyers. 
Before entering academia, she worked as a tax lawyer for large law firms. Lawsky received her B.A. 
from the University of Chicago, her J.D. from Yale Law School, her LL.M. in tax from NYU School of 
Law, and her Ph.D. in philosophy from the UC Irvine Department of Logic and Philosophy of 
Science. 

 

Thabo Legwalla Prof Thabo Legwaila is a Professor in the Mercantile Law Department and teaches 
Tax Law. He holds the following qualifications: B Iuris (Venda); LLB (Wits); LLM (Wits); Postgraduate 
Diploma in Tax Law (UCT) Anders; LLM (UCT) and LLD (Pretoria). Prof Legwaila started his career as 
a Lecturer and advanced to Senior Lecturer in the Mercantile Law Department at the University of 
Stellenbosch. He was later invited to Harvard University where he spent time as a Research Fellow 
in the Harvard University International Tax Program. He subsequently moved into tax consultancy. 
In 2006 Prof Legwaila joined the South African National Treasury as a Director for Business Tax 
where his role was to develop the South African business tax policy as well as manage general tax 
legislative amendments and specific business law amendments. In 2011 he joined Citibank as 
Head of Tax for the Africa division. Prof Legwaila was appointed as a member of the Davis Tax 
Committee (DTC) in 2015 which was set up by the Minister of Finance to assess South Africa’s tax 
policy framework and its role in supporting the objectives of inclusive growth, employment, 
development and fiscal sustainability. Prof Legwaila was appointed as Chief Executive officer of 
the South African Office of the Tax Ombud in 2020, and has been the Acting Tax Ombud of South 
Africa since October 2023. Prof Legwaila published widely in Tax Law both in accredited and peer 
reviewed journals as well as in magazines and newsletters. He also co-authored the tax textbook 
Tax Law: An Introduction in 2013 which is specifically intended at explaining “a vast terrain of tax 
law to students” and edited the second edition of the same book that was published in 2020. Prof 
Legwaila lectures Tax Law to LLB as well as LLM students. 

 

Ms. Anna Mitri, Attaché, is part of Annelies Goovaerts’ Management Support team within the 
General Administration Taxes of the Belgian Federal Public Service Finance. Fluent in the three 
national languages, she is in charge, amongst others, of various communication-related tasks and 
projects. Anna joined the Federal Public Service Finance in 2015, where she first worked for the 
General Administration Patrimonial Documentation. Before she became a civil servant, Anna 
worked as a Project Coordinator for an international NGO. Originally from Germany, she enjoys 
working in a multilingual environment and contributing to vital public services.    



 

Irma Mosquera Full Professor Tax Governance at Leiden Law School (Leiden University), the 
Netherlands. She is also the  EU Jean Monnet Chair Holder on the topic EU Tax Governance 
(EUTAXGOV), and Lead Researcher of the European Research Council (ERC) Funded Project that 
investigates Global Tax Governance (GLOBTAXGOV).  
  
She received her PhD (cum laude) in 2007 in the Netherlands. She was also a Fulbright Scholar 
(PhD research) at New York University, and the University of Florida (Gainesville), the United 
States. Before joining Leiden, she was working as  tax adviser (PwC, Hamelink & Van den Tooren), 
lecturer (University of Utrecht, Erasmus University, the Hague University of Applied Sciences) and 
postdoctoral researcher (International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation  IBFD), the Netherlands.   
Her areas of expertise are international tax law and comparative tax law in developed and 
developing countries , exchange of information, global tax governance and BEPS related issues in 
developed and developing countries. 
 

Annette Morgan  is a distinguished leader in the field of taxation, renowned for her exceptional 
achievements across academia, industry, and public service. With her groundbreaking role as Co-
Founder and Clinic Director of the Curtin Tax Clinic, she has pioneered Australia's first pro-bono 
tax assistance initiative, embodying a steadfast commitment to equitable access to tax support. At 
Curtin University, Annette serves as the Course/Major Coordinator for Taxation and Senior 
Lecturer, where she plays a pivotal role in shaping the education and development of future tax 
professionals. Her hands-on expertise is further demonstrated through her involvement in her 
family accounting business. Annette's influence extends beyond the academic realm, as 
evidenced by her role on the WA Government's Legal Cost Committee and her contributions to 
various industry committees and boards, including the Taxation Institute of Australia and the 
Australian Taxation Office. As a prolific presenter and author, Annette is dedicated to 
disseminating knowledge and fostering academic excellence. Her accolades, including the 
prestigious Shaping Australia Awards, underscore the profound impact of her work, particularly in 
establishing and advancing the Curtin Tax Clinic. In summary, Annette Morgan's extensive 
contributions and diverse expertise make her a highly respected figure in taxation. 

 

Emer Mulligan is Professor of Taxation & Finance in the School of Business & Economics at the 
University of Galway, Ireland, and Director of the University’s tax Clinic.  The clinic serves students 
of the university and has recently expanded its services to assist marginalised citizens in the region 
and across the country.  Tax services are provided in the clinic by tax students and tax 
professionals. Prior to academia, she was a senior tax manager in PWC.  Her research over the 
years has increasingly focussed on the social and organisational dimensions of taxation from the 
perspectives and interactions of a range of stakeholders, including political policy makers, 
governmental regulators, international businesses, taxpayers and professional tax advisers.   The 
three strands of her current research programme are as follows: (i) Social Policy, Citizenship and 
Taxation (ii) Governance, tax planning and processes in multinationals, (iii) Regulatory 
Relationships and Compliance in the tax arena.   

 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/erasmusplus/jean-monnet
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-for-tax-law-and-economics/tax-law/eu-tax-governance
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/758671
https://globtaxgov.weblog.leidenuniv.nl/


Rhodah Nyamongo Rhodah is currently pursuing a Doctorate Program in Business Law with a 
focus on international tax law at the Vienna University of Economics and Business where she is 
attached to the Global Tax Policy Centre, Institute of Austrian and International Tax Law as a 
Teaching and Research Associate. Currently, she is carrying out research with a special focus on 
tax administration, digitalisation, and digital economy taxation. She holds a Master of Laws in 
Taxation from the London School of Economics and Political Science, a Bachelor of Laws from 
Strathmore University, Nairobi, Kenya and is qualified to practise as an Advocate of the High Court 
of Kenya. Rhodah has previously worked as a tax consultant at Viva Africa Consulting LLP, a legal, 
financial and tax advisory firm and as a trainee advocate at Dentons Hamilton Harrison and 
Mathews, a law firm, both based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Her research interests include digitalisation of tax administration, taxation and technology and 
taxpayers’ rights. 

 

Nina E. Olson is the Executive Director of the Center for Taxpayer Rights.  From March 2001 to July 
2019, Nina served as the National Taxpayer Advocate of the United States, an independent 
organization within the Internal Revenue Service , dedicated to assisting taxpayers resolve their 
problems with the IRS and making administrative and legislative recommendations to mitigate 
those problems systemically.  She has submitted 39 annual reports to Congress, and testified 
before congressional committees over 60 times.  Before serving as the National Taxpayer 
Advocate, Nina founded and directed The Community Tax Law Project, the first independent Low 
Income Taxpayer Clinic in the US.  She also maintained a private legal practice, representing 
taxpayers in disputes with the IRS. 

Nina has received many awards and recognitions, including the American Bar Association Section 
of Taxation’s Distinguished Service Award for Lifetime Service,  Pro Bono Award, and Jules Ritholz 
Memorial Merit Award for Outstanding Dedication, Achievement, and Integrity in the Field of Civil 
and Criminal Tax Controversies; the Tax Foundation’s Public Sector Distinguished Service Award; 
and Pro Bono Awards from the Virginia State Bar, the Virginia Bar Association, and the City of 
Richmond Bar Association.  In 2016 she was recognized by Tax Analysts as one of the Top 10 
Outstanding Women in Tax (internationally). 

Nina received her LLM in Taxation from Georgetown University Law Center, her JD from North 
Carolina Central University School of Law, and her AB (in fine arts) from Bryn Mawr College. 

She is a member of the Virginia State Bar, and admitted to practice before the United States Tax 
Court, the Federal District Court of the Eastern District of Virginia, the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
and United States Supreme Court. 

 

David Padrino has focused his career on supporting transformations in government service 
delivery leveraging over 20 years of experience across the private, public and non-profit sectors. 
Most recently, David served as the Chief Transformation Officer at the US Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM), where he designed and launched an agency wide transformation program 
focused on improving the Agency’s overall performance, customer focus and organizational 



health. David started his time at OPM as the leader for the newly formed Office of Human Capital 
Data Management and Modernization (HCDMM). At HCDMM, David paved the way for the Agency’s 
first data strategy and launch of major customer focused data products, while supporting growth in 
employee engagement. 

Prior to working at OPM, David held a series of leadership roles in Colorado state government. He 
served as the state’s first Chief Performance Officer for then Governor John Hickenlooper and as 
Chief of Staff to the Lt. Governor and Chief Operating Officer. David built a program and range of 
initiatives to improve performance management, operational efficiency and talent development 
across the $30B state enterprise. In 2018, national non-profit Results for America named Colorado 
one of the top five leading states at using data and evidence to deliver results for people, citing 
numerous initiatives in David’s portfolio. He later served as the Chief Recovery Officer for the 
State’s Attorney General to help support the state’s response to the COVID crisis, focusing on 
expanded access to broadband for schools. 

Before joining state government, David spent seven years at the Boston Consulting Group serving 
large private and public sector clients on strategy, operational improvement and talent 
management. He completed over 25 client engagements across 10 countries spanning the 
technology, consumer goods, financial services and healthcare industries, including a multi-year 
transformation effort for a Fortune 50 technology company. 

Earlier in his career David created workforce development policy at the New York City Workforce 
Investment Board and was a Coro Fellow in Public Affairs. 

David graduated with Honors from Vassar College and earned an MBA from the Wharton School at 
the University of Pennsylvania where he was a Mitchell 

Fellow and Morgenthau Award winner, selected as one of a handful of students who will “be a force 
for social good.” David has been a lecturer at the University of Colorado – Denver, School of Public 
Affairs, where he taught a graduate level class on delivering results in government. He lives in 
Washington DC with his wife and three daughters. 

 

Peter J. Panuthos After law school Judge Panuthos worked as a Trial Attorney and Assistant 
District Counsel, Boston Office of Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service. He was appointed as 
Special Trial Judge, United States Tax Court, on June 12, 1983. He has worked with clinical and 
pro bono programs throughout the country as well as with the Tax Section of the American Bar 
Association and appropriate committees to assist low income litigants. He has taught Tax 
Procedure and substantive tax courses as an adjunct professor, at Bentley College in Boston 
and the Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law. More recently he teaches at 
the David A. Clarke School of Law, University of District of Columbia and Georgetown University 
Law School. Judge Panuthos received the J. Edgar Murdock Award for distinguished service to 
the United States Tax Court in 2012. In 2014 he was a recipient of the Janet R. Spragens Pro Bono 
Award from the American Bar Association, Section of Taxation for outstanding sustained 
achievement and commitment in pro bono activities.  In 2022 he received the Distinguushed 
Service Award from the Tax Section of the ABA. The Judge has participated in many panels for the 
ABA Taxation Committee as well as many of the International Conferences on Taxpayer Rights.  



Judge Panuthos served as Chief Special Trial Judge from June 1, 1992, to August 31, 2017 and 
after stepping down as Chief, continues to serve the Court as a Special Trial Judge. 
 
 

George Pitsilis, Governor of the Independent Authority for Public Revenue, is an Attorney at Law, 
researcher and experienced professional. 

He has graduated from the Athens School of Law (LL.B.), where he also obtained an LL.M. in Public 
Law. He has obtained a DEA in Tax Law from the University Pantheon-Sorbonne (Paris I). 

Following his tax studies, George Pitsilis has gained particularly significant know – how and 
practical experience in Domestic and International Tax Law. 

Since 2008, he is a Member of the BoD of the Greek Society of Tax Law and Public Finance Studies. 

He is, also, member of the editing committee of Greek legal reviews, author of several articles and 
commentaries in Greek and international legal reviews. 

Ηe served as the President of the Intra-European Organisation of Tax Administrations (IOTA) for the 
terms 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 and is currently a member of the OECD FTA Bureau. 

 

Dr. Katerina Perrou is a lawyer and member of the Athens Bar Association. Since 2014 she serves 
as Legal Counsel to the Head of the Greek Tax Administration (Independent Authority for Public 
Revenue - IAPR). She graduated from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens Law 
School, where she also obtained her LLM in Public Law. She holds a PhD in International Taxation 
from the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS), University of London, UK. She conducted 
research as a post-doctoral fellow at the International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation (IBFD), 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. She is teaching tax law at the National and Kapodistrian University of 
Athens Law School and also as a Visiting Lecturer in other universities. 

She has published three books («Taxpayer Participation in Tax Treaty Dispute resolution», IBFD, 
2014, «Fundamental Rights and Tax Procedures», Nomiki Vivliothiki 2022 (in Greek) and «Economic 
Freedom and Measure for the Protection of Public Revenue», Nomiki Vivliothiki 2022 (in Greek) and 
numerous articles both in Greece and internationally; she is a frequent speaker in conferences on 
various aspects of tax law. 

 
Jose A. Romero Jose Andres is an EY partner, who leads the International Tax and Transactional 
Services practice in Latin America and the Tax Global Leader for the account of the World Bank. He 
has over 25 year’s experience in the tax field, in the private and public sector, which gives him a 
comprehensive view of the tax system and a position for strategic advisory in M&A transactions.  
Before rejoining EY, Jose Andres was Alternate Executive Director at the IMF during 2021-2022, 
taking important economic decision related to the pandemic and economic reactivation, 
Environment, resilience and sustainability, the war in Ukraine and the containers crisis. 



He also served as Head of the Colombian Tax Office during 2018-2021, where he effectively led the 
entity’s modernization and transformation processes. Jose Andres contributed as a member of the 
OECD Committee on Fiscal Affairs during the discussions about Pillar I and Pillar II, specifically 
related to digital economic taxation and minimum tax. 
His relevant professional experience in the private sector 2000-2018, as partner in top law and 
accounting firms, has giving him the exposure of participating in very relevant M&A transactions, 
tax due diligence, big tax litigation cases and the structuring of important regional projects, in 
different sectors of the economy and involving different jurisdictions. As practical experience as 
entrepreneur, he has served as member of the board of directors in very relevant entities and 
corporations. 
Jose Andres holds a JD from Universidad Javeriana, an LL.M. degree in International Taxation from 
New York University, an ECLA degree in Business and Entrepreneurship from Columbia University, 
and a Diploma in Economic and Social sciences from Notre Dame University (Phoenix Institute). 
 

 

Raffaele Russo Raffaele is an expert on international taxation and on international and domestic 
tax policy. He has more than 20 years of experience, having worked with the IBFD in Amsterdam, 
the OECD in Paris and the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance in Rome. At the OECD, he 
worked on double tax treaties and on transfer pricing. He played a key role in launching and 
delivering groundbreaking projects like the OECD work on tax and crimes and the work on 
aggressive tax planning, which later became the OECD/G20 BEPS Project, which he led until the 
delivery of the first phase of the Project in 2015. During his service at the Italian Ministry of 
economy and finance, he focused on reforming the tax administration and on the digitalization of 
invoices and receipts. He was then appointed Deputy Chief of Cabinet in charge of taxation and of 
digitalization from early 2020 to March 2021. He lectures in leading universities around the world 
and speaks frequently at conferences and seminars. He has published more than 100 articles in 
Italian and foreign journals. 

 

Marilyne Sadowsky Marilyne Sadowsky is an associate professor at the Sorbonne Law School 
(Université Paris 1 - Panthéon-Sorbonne). Her PhD on WTO law, EU law and direct taxation received 
an honourable mention in the Mitchell B Caroll Prize (IFA). Her research focuses on international 
and European taxation, with a particular interest in comparative law, history and corporate 
taxation. She represents France at the Academic Committee of EATLP (European Association of 
Tax Law Professors) and she is a member of the executive committee of IACL (International 
Academy of comparative law). She was a visiting professor at Boston University Law School (USA - 
2017) and was appointed Hugh Ault Fellow at the Max Planck Institute in Munich (Germany - 2023).   

 

Alessia Tomo Alessia Tomo is a postdoctoral researcher in tax law and the operational coordinator 
at DigiTax, Center of Excellence at the University of Antwerp (Belgium), Faculty of Law, where she is 
also a member of the interfaculty institute Antwerp Tax Academy, ACRAI – Antwerp Center for 
Responsible AI, and of the research group “Business and Law”. She has obtained a joint PhD, cum 
laude, at the University of Napoli Parthenope (Italy) and University Complutense of Madrid (Spain) 
defending a thesis on artificial intelligence and taxpayers’ data protection – which constitute her 
main research topic, along with a passion for constitutional tax principle. She is author of many 



publications (in Italian, Spanish and English) and has been frequentely invited as a guest lecturer 
and speaker in national and international conferences. 

 

Jarno Tuimala, PhD, works as a chief analyst at Finnish Tax Administration. 
 

Caroline Vanderkerken  is a distinguished professor of Tax Law at Universiteit Hasselt, where 
she teaches tax law, public finance, and criminal tax law in both the Faculty of Law and the 
Faculty of Economics. She completed her Ph.D. in Law at K.U. Leuven in 2004, after earning her 
Licentiaat in de Rechten and a tax law graduate degree from the same institution. With a career 
spanning academia and the judiciary, she has developed a comprehensive understanding of tax 
law, reinforced by her scholarly and practical experiences. 
 
In addition to her academic role, Caroline serves as a full-time judge at the Court of Appeal in 
Brussels, a position she has held since 2007. She works in the Tax Chamber and the Criminal 
Chamber, where she specializes in financial and tax criminal law. Since 2011, she has also served 
as an investigative magistrate in cases involving magistrates as suspects. Her expertise in tax law is 
further acknowledged through her presidency of the Tuchtraad van de Commissie voor de 
Regulering van de Elektriciteit en het Gas (CREG), a deontologic council commission for the 
regulation of electricity and gas in Belgium, appointed by Parliament in 2017. 
 
Caroline is also an active member of the International Association of Tax Judges (IATJ), contributing 
to the global discourse on tax law. Her multilingual capabilities in Dutch and French facilitate her 
work in diverse legal contexts. Through her varied roles, Caroline Vanderkerken exemplifies a blend 
of academic excellence and judicial acumen, making significant contributions to both fields. 
 

 

Anne Van de Vijver is professor of Tax Law at the University of Antwerp (Belgium). She serves as 
the Chair of Antwerp Tax Academy, an interfaculty institute dedicated tax science. Her research 
focuses on tax fairness and is situated at the interface of tax law, ethics, and psychology. 

Diana van Hout is a professor in Procedural Tax Law at Tilburg University and the Radboud 
University in the Netherlands. She is also the chair of SOFiR, a foundation that provides pro bono 
legal aid in tax matters. Van Hout was in the past a Deputy Judge at the Tax Court. She was one of 
the first members of the Committee of Experts in the recovery procedure of the Child Care Benefit 
Scandal until June 2020 and later the chair of the Committee Van Hout that conducted research for 
the Dutch Parliament on the system of legal protection in tax law. 

 

Professor Dirk Van Rooy is a member of the Centre for Responsible AI at the University of 
Antwerp, dedicated to enhancing the ethical applications of AI. As both a consultant and academic 
active in Europe and Australia, his work emphasizes evidence-based policy and the integration of 
human-machine collaborations across industry, defense, and public governance sectors. His 
current research includes multiple collaborative projects that aim to improve decision-making 
processes by integrating behavioral science, technology, and human-centered design principles, 
thereby enhancing governance and operational efficiency in both public and private sectors. 



Overall, his efforts underscore the importance of combining machine capabilities with human 
oversight, advocating for a balanced approach that maximizes AI’s potential while protecting 
societal values and individual rights. 
 

 

Vincent Vercauteren is a partner at Tiberghien. He started his career in 2010 at a reputed tax 
boutique in Antwerp. His practice areas include administrative and judicial tax litigation, criminal 
tax law, international and European tax law, corporate income tax, and personal income tax.  

  
He received his LL.M from Georgetown University in International Taxation, graduating with honors 
in 2014; his Master after Master in Tax Law from ULB in 2010; and his Master in Law from KU Leuven 
in 2009. Vincent is a member of the Antwerp Bar Association, a member of IBA, IFA, and ATA. He is 
also fluent in English, Dutch, and French. 


