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The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

More information: The “Childless” EITC: Temporary Expansion for 2021 under the American Rescue Plan Act
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11610
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The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
Key Characteristics of the EITC Under Selected Laws, 1975-2009 
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Maximum statutory credit 
for eligible taxpayers 
including variation based 
on the number of qualifying 
children0 

$400 
Enacting 
legislation 

$500 $550 $800 one, 
$1,057 
two or 
more, 

$1,114 

none, 
$323 
one, 

$2,152 
two or 
more, 

$3,556 

same 0-2, 
same 
3 or 

more,  
$4,001 

Credit Formula Based 
on: 

        

Earnings X X X X X X X X 

Number of Children  
(i.e., credit based in part on 
family size) 

    X X X X 

Marital Status        X X 

Credit Available to 
Childless Workers 

     X X X 

Credit Adjusted Annually 
for Inflation 

   X X X X X 

Source: CRS analysis of Internal Revenue Code (IRC) § 32, P.L. 94-12, P.L. 95-600, P.L. 98-369, P.L. 99-514, P.L. 
101-508, P.L. 103-66, P.L. 107-16, P.L. 111-5. 

Statutory amounts do not reflect annual adjustments for inflation.  

More information: The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): How It Works and Who Receives It
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R43805



The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
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Distribution of Total EITC Dollars by Number of Qualifying Children, 2018 

 

Source: Congressional Research Service, based on data from the Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income, SOI Tax 
Stats-Individual Statistical Tables by Size of Adjusted Gross Income, Table 2.5.

Notes: Percentages may not sum to 100% due to rounding. Total EITC for 2018 was $64.9 billion.



The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

Source: National Taxpayer Advocate, Earned Income Tax Credit, Special Report to Congress, Volume 3. 
Table A.5.



The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

More information: The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): How It Works and Who Receives It
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R43805

Number of Tax Returns with the EITC and Average EITC per Return by Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI), 2018 

 
Source: Congressional Research Service, based on data from the Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income, SOI 
Tax Stats-Individual Statistical Tables by Size of Adjusted Gross Income, Table 2.5.



The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

More information: The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): How It Works and Who Receives It
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R43805

Source: National Taxpayer Advocate, Earned Income Tax Credit, Special Report to Congress, Volume 3. 
Table A.5.

Distribution of Total EITC Dollars by Marital Status and Number of Qualifying 
Children, 2017 

 



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About the Child Credit for 2021 as Expanded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA; P.L. 117-2) https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46900

Child Credit Amount by Income in 2021 Before and After ARPA 
Unmarried Taxpayer with One Young Child 

 
Source: CRS calculations based on Internal Revenue Code §24 and P.L. 117-2.



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: Legislative History 
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R45124
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The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: The Impact of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA; 
P.L. 117-2) Expansion on Income and Poverty (Tables B-1 & B-2)
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46839

4.7 million

13.4 million

8.2 million

5.2 million

7.2 million

<100% of
poverty

100%-199%
of poverty

200%-299%
of poverty

300%-399%
of poverty

>=400% of
poverty

family income level

Number of Families with Children

$17,284 
$39,674 

$66,908 
$92,381 

$195,407 

<100% of
poverty

100%-199%
of poverty

200%-299%
of poverty

300%-399%
of poverty

>=400% of
poverty

family income level

Average Income Among Families with Children



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: The Impact of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA; P.L. 117-2) Expansion on Income and Poverty
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46839

Estimated Share of Families Receiving the Child Tax Credit Before and After 
the ARPA Expansion of the Child Credit, by Family Income Level

Source: CRS analysis of TRIM3-augmented CPS ASEC files representing data from 2015 to 2017.
Notes: See the notes for Table B-3 and Table C-1. The slopes of the lines in the slope graphs reflect the absolute change before and 
after ARPA, in percentage point terms.



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: The Impact of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA; P.L. 117-2) Expansion on Income and Poverty
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46839

Estimated Child Credit Amount per Family Before and After the ARPA 
Expansion of the Child Credit, by Family Income Level

Source: CRS analysis of TRIM3-augmented CPS ASEC files representing data from 2015 to 2017.
Notes: See the notes for Table B-4 and Table C-3. The slopes of the lines in the slope graphs reflect the absolute change before and after 
ARPA, in dollar terms.



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: The Impact of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA; P.L. 117-2) Expansion on Income and Poverty
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46839

Estimated Child and Overall Poverty Rates Before and After the ARPA 
Expansion of the Child Credit by Race/Ethnicity

Source: CRS analysis of TRIM3-augmented CPS ASEC files representing data from 2015 to 2017.
Notes: See notes for Table B-6 and Table C-4. The slopes of the lines in the slope graphs reflect the absolute change before and after 
ARPA, in percentage point terms.



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Child Tax Credit: The Impact of the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA; P.L. 117-2) Expansion on Income and Poverty
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46839

Estimated Aggregate Poverty Gap Before and After the ARPA 
Expansion of the Child Credit by Race/Ethnicity

Source: CRS analysis of TRIM3-augmented CPS ASEC files representing data from 2015 to 2017.
Notes: See notes for Table B-7 and Table C-5. The slopes of the lines in the slope graphs reflect the absolute change before and after ARPA, in 
dollar terms.



The Child Tax Credit

More information: The Impact of a “Fully Refundable” Child Tax Credit
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11752
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